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U.S. Drought Monitor November 21, 2017

W (Released Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017)
eSt Valid 7 a.m. EST
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Intensity:
DO Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
B o: exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. See
accompanying text summary for forecast
statements.

Author:

Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP
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U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - West
1 Month
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November 21, 2017 - 3 Class Improvement

compared to - 4 Class Improvement

October 24, 2017 - ‘o
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Water Year 2017 Precipitation

California - Precipitation
October-September 2017 Percentile
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October 1 — November 24, 2017
Percent of Average Precipitation

* ClimateEngine.org

* University of Idaho’s gridded
meteorological data

* 4-km spatial resolution

e Sharp north-south
precipitation gradient so far
this water year
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Cumulative Daily/Monthly Precipitation (inches)
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North Sierra Precipitation: 8-Station Index, November 27, 2017
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San Joaquin Precipitation:

5-Station Index, November 27, 2017

CVT - Calaveras Big Trees
HTH - Hetch Hetchy

YSV - Yosemite Headquarters

NFR - North Fork RS
HNT - Huntington Lake
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Tulare Basin Precipitation: 6-Station Index, November 27, 2017

Oct 1

BAL - Balch PH

GNF - Giant Forest
ASM - Ash Mt.

SGV - Springville.
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: ‘.‘ -\_\

| Percent of Average for this Date: 38% l
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October 1 — November 24, 2017
Mean Temperature Anomaly

L
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Mean Temperature Difference from Average (deg C)

ClimateEngine.org

University of Idaho’s gridded
meteorological data

4-km spatial resolution

Generally warm start to
water year

High snow levels with Sierra
storms thus far



SNOTEL Percent of Median Snow Water Equivalent,
November 25, 2017

Snow Water Equivalent
Percent NRCS 1981-2010
Median
November 25, 2017, end of
day
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https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/




Early Season Show Drought

Rubicon #2 SNOTEL, 7,619 ft Mt Rose Ski Area SNOTEL, 8,801 ft

12 18
16 -
10 4
14 §
8 1 12 4§
6 ]O -
8 -
6
2 4 4
O ] 2 4
O -
-2 4
-2 4
% 6) ’\, q © ’\Av ’\cD C> ’\r q b 1) % ’\C) \r\« \Q b r\« % \6) v Q ’\b \")
,qu K Q ’\‘\Q,\ ’\’\Q,\ ) ’\Qﬁ, ) ’\\,\ » ’\’\\\ ’\’\\’\« /\‘\\,’L ’\'\’L’Q . \’L‘\ ’\'qu\r ) ’\Q,\, ’\’\Q, ,\’\Q, /\’\U’L /\’\,\,Q ’\’\\,Q ’\(\\, ) 4\\,% /\’\\,’\« )y S . Q
'9\’\ '»°<\ R T R R P R PR I I R R R P R T )
Time Time
M Snow Water Equivalent (in) Start of Day Values
M Median Snow Water Equivalent (1981-2010) (in) Start of Day Values
| Precipitation Accumulation (in) Start of Day Values
M Average Precipitation Accumulation (1981-2010) (in) Start of Day Values
11

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/




Nevada/California SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal
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Northern Great Basin , B River
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California Reservoir Conditions

Ending At Midnight - November 25, 2017

CURRENT RESERVOIR CONDITIONS
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Lake Tahoe Water Levels
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From Climate Prediction Center: La Nifa conditions are present

Current ENSO Conditions

Weekly SST Anomaly
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Current ENSO Conditions

The latest weekly SST departures are:
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWIlink/MJO/enso.shtml




Summary

Most of CA-NV currently drought free
Exception being CA south coast where long-term drought impacts still
exist

Water year precipitation off to a good start in Northern Sierra and
Northwest California coast

Elsewhere, quite dry, especially southern CA and NV

Early season snow drought conditions exist due to warm storms with
high snow levels

Reservoirs generally in good condition with a few exceptions

La Nifla conditions are present and expected to persist throughout the
winter
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